THE DOCUMENT
I set out from Tadoussac the last day of the month to go to Quebec. We passed
near the island called Hare Island, distant six leagues from the above named port; it is
two leagues from the northern, and nearly four leagues from the southern shore. From
Hare Island we proceeded to a little river, dry at low tide, up which some seven hundred
or eight hundred paces there are two falls. We named it Salmon River, since we caught
some of these fish in it. Coasting along the north shore, we came to a point extending
into the river, which we called Cape Dauphin, distant three leagues from Salmon River.
Thence we proceeded to another, which we named Eagle Cape, distant eight leagues
from Cape Dauphin. Between the two there is a large bay, at the extremity of which there
is a little river dry at low tide. From Eagle Cape we proceeded to Isle aux Coudres, a good
league distant, which is about a league and a half long. It is nearly level, and grows
narrower towards the two ends. On the western side there are meadows, and rocky
points extending some distance out into the river On the south-west side it is very reefy,
yet very pleasant in consequence of the woods surrounding it. It is distant about half a
league from the northern shore, where is a little river extending some distance into the
interior. We named it Riviere du Gouffre, since abreast of it the tide runs with
extraordinary rapidity; and, although it has a calm appearance, it is always much
agitated, the depth there being great: but the river itself is shallow, and there are many
rocks at and about its mouth.
Coasting along from Isle aux Coudres, we reached a cape which we named Cap de
Tourmente, five leagues distant; and we gave it this name because, however little wind
there may be, the water rises there as if it were full tide. At this point the water begins to
be fresh. Thence we proceeded to the Isle d’ Orleans, a distance of two leagues, on the
south side of which are numerous islands, low, covered with trees and very pleasant,
with large meadows, having plenty of game, some being, so far as I could judge, two
leagues in length, others a trifle more or less. About these islands are many rocks, also
very dangerous shallows, some two leagues distant from the main land on the south. All
this shore, both north and south, from Tadoussac to the Isle d’ Orleans, is mountainous,
and the soil very poor. The wood is pine, fir, and birch only, with very ugly rocks, so that
in most places one could not make his way.
From the Isle d' Orleans to Quebec the distance is a league. I arrived there on the
3rd of July, when I searched for a place suitable for our settlement; but I could find none
more convenient or better suited than the point of Quebec, so called by the inhabitants,
which was covered with nut-trees. I at once employed a portion of our workmen in
cutting them down, that we might construct our habitations there: one I set to sawing
boards, another to making a cellar and digging ditches, another I sent to Tadoussac with
the barque to get supplies, which was promptly accomplished through the zeal of all, and
my attention to the work.
I had the work of our quarters continued, which was composed of three buildings

of two stories. Each one was three fathoms long, and two and a half wide, with a fine
cellar six feet deep. I had a gallery made all around our buildings, on the outside, at the
second story, which proved very convenient. There were also ditches, fifteen feet wide
and six deep. On the other side of the ditches I constructed several spurs, which enclosed
a part of the dwelling, at the points where we placed our cannon. Before the habitation
there is a place four fathoms wide and six or seven long, looking out upon the riverbank.
Surrounding the habitation are very good gardens, and a place on the north side some
hundred or hundred and twenty paces long and fifty or sixty wide. Moreover, near
Quebec, there is a little river, coming from a lake in the interior, distant six or seven
leagues from our settlement. I am of the opinion that this river, which is north a quarter
north-west from our settlement, is the place where Jacques Cartier wintered, since there
are still, a league up the river, remains of what seems to have been a chimney, the
foundation of which has been found, and indications of there having been ditches
surrounding their dwelling, which was small.
Samuel de Champlain

